J.T. Smith
Romeo and Juliet Quote Notes
1. Act I Pg 13
Tybalt: What, art thou drawn among these heartless hinds?
Turn thee, Benvolio, look upon thy death

I chose this excerpt from the play because it defines Tybalt’s aggressive nature early on and shows the specific dislike he has for Benvolio. When Tybalt utters the first line, he is trying to insult Benvolio and get him worked up and then the second line is to threaten him. These lines are the first important part of the drama.

2. Pg 27

Paris: Younger than she are happy mothers made.

This line is basically saying that even though Juliet is extremely young, the nature of the times is that girls even younger than she are getting married. This foreshadows the fact that this play is definitely going to be about Juliet finding love and getting married. I think this is allusion because we are supposed to know that she means according to the time, young girls get married.

3. Pg 43

Mercutio: You are a lover. Borrow Cupid’s wings
And soar with them above a common bound.

In this scene, Mercutio is talking to Romeo. When he says, “You are a lover.” He is stating the fact that Romeo’s life revolves around romance. This is also a foreshadow that Romeo is going to be a big part of the story and will probably end up married to someone also. The rest of the statement is encouragement to get Romeo back up off his feet after being denied by a previous relationship.

4. Pg 53

Romeo: What lady’s that which doth enrich the hand
Of yonder knight?

This is the first sight that Romeo catches of Juliet. He is immediately in love with her and this line signifies the beginning of their relationship. This line also foreshadows his burning passion for Juliet. I would also say that this is both of their tragic flaws. They are very quick to love and don’t think stuff through.
5. 
6. Pg 51

Capulet: Welcome, gentlemen! Ladies that have their toes
Unplagued with corns will walk about with you.

This is an important point in the story because it encourages Romeo and Juliet to jump to their feet and start hanging out with people. Without this, they would never have met. This also shows comic relief because Capulet is suggesting that some ladies have dirty feet and that there is, in more modern language, fungus among us.


7. Pg 61

Juliet: My only love sprung from my only hate!
Too early seen unknown, and known too late!
Prodigious birth of love it is to me.
That I must love a loathed enemy.

This is where the brand new couple first realizes that they will have a different relationship. Juliet just found out that Romeo is from her family enemy’s family. It also shows that even though the hate is strong, her love for Romeo is even stronger. Irony is used here because she is saying Romeo is her loathed enemy when really, she loves him.

8. Act II Pg 69

Romeo: He jests at scars that never felt a wound.

This is a breaking point in Romeo’s life showing that he is now completely done with his past love and wants to start anew. He is also implying that his past love and hurt seems childish and that his past cannot be used against him.

9. Pg 71

Juliet: ‘Tis but thy name that is my enemy.
Thou art thyself not a Montague

This is showing that Juliet thinks that her family feud is a stupid idea and she knows that a person’s name does not define them. She still knows that just because her and Romeo are in love, doesn’t mean that her family will let them be together; because of his name.

10. Pg 91

Friar Lawrence: Wisely and slow. They stumble that run fast.

This saying shows Friar’s disapproval of Romeo jumping from person to person. He wants Romeo to take his love life slow because if he doesn’t, he might make a mistake and ruin everything. He also must think things through before he acts so he can get the most out of every situation.




11. Pg 105

Juliet: O, honey Nurse, what news?
Hast thou met with him? Send thy man away.


This scene shows how fast Romeo’s love has spread in Juliet because she is already impatient to hear from him after a short time. This also shows how much they are in love because it shows that they want things done immediately and they might not be thinking things through all the way.

12. Pg 111

Friar Lawrence: Come, come with me, and we will make short work.
For, by your leaves, you shall not stay alone.
Till Holy Church incorporate two in one.

This basically just says that Romeo and Juliet have gone to the peak of impatience and are already getting married. This is the ultimate risk, because we already know that their families will probably not approve. I think love has blinded them.

13. Act III Pg. 117

Mercutio: Thy head is as full of quarrels as an egg is full of meat; and yet thy head hath been beaten as addle as an egg for quarreling.

This is an important part because it shows the companionship between Mercutio and Benvolio and shows how fast a fight came split people apart in the next few minutes. This is also a simile because it compares Benvolio’s head with an egg full of meat.
14. Pg 123

Benvolio: O Romeo, Romeo, brave Mercutio is dead.

I find this segment to be important because it is basically the turning point in Romeo’s character. Before this, he is the romantic, innocent, and peaceful boy. Then, he turns into an angry and furious boy because his friend has just died.

15. Pg 135.

Nurse: Tybalt is gone and Romeo banished.
Romeo that killed him – he is banished.

This is a major turning point for Juliet’s character because now instead of the young girl who can follow her heart wherever it leads her, she is forced to make life changing decisions that could mean the death of her or loved ones. This news that the nurse is giving her makes her decide between her family, and her husband.


16. Pg 149.

Friar Lawrence: Hold thy desperate hand!

In this scene, Romeo is getting ready to stab himself because he thinks death would be greater than parting from his family and city, and even more, his wife. Friar Lawrence is basically, in our terms telling Romeo to get a hold of him because leaving your wife isn’t something to commit suicide over. I find this important because it shows the insane emotion going through Romeo and it also shows the Friar’s contrasting personality of being calm and thoughtful.

17. Pg 155.

Capulet: O’ Thursday let it be. O’ Thursday, tell her.
She shall be married to this noble earl.

This is an important point in the story because this is where Capulet becomes impatient and decides to marry Juliet away on short notice. Because her family is oblivious to her and Romeo, they don’t know her eternal struggles that this scene causes. The whole rest of the play is based off the fact of this wedding.

18. Pg 173.

Juliet: I’ll to the Friar to know his remedy.
If all else fail, myself have power to die.

This is important because it is the point at which Juliet decides to seek the Friar to give her a plan to escape the marriage. The Friar’s plan is what continues the plot of the story in the last act so it is very important that Juliet decides this.

19. Act IV Pg 183

Friar Lawrence: Take thou this vial, being then in bed,
And this distilling liquor drink thou off;
When presently through ill they veins shall run
A cold and drowsy humor; for no pulse
Shall keep his native progress, but surcease.


This is the point in the story that the Friar reveals his plan to Juliet. This plan is that she drinks a potion that will make her appear dead and then arise when she is in the tomb. This will allow for her and Romeo to escape and will lengthen the story line.

20. Pg 187

Juliet: To beg your pardon. Pardon, I beseech you.
Henceforward I am ever ruled by you.

This is where Juliet begins to carry out her plan. Juliet wouldn’t be kissing up to her father unless she’s going to get something out of it. In this case, she is making all seem well so that everyone will be unsuspecting her to die in the next few minutes. 

21. Pg 193

Juliet: Romeo, Romeo, Romeo! Here’s drink. I drink to thee.

This is an important moment because it is where Juliet finally decides to drink the potion instead of killing herself. This is important because if she were to kill herself, the story would just end. This is dramatic irony because in the end, she doesn’t drink to his health; she drinks to his death because he kills himself because he thinks the potion killed her.

22. Pg 199

Nurse: Alas, alas! Help, help! My lady’s dead.
O, weraday, that ever I was born!

In this scene, the Friar’s plan is proven a success because the nurse finds Juliet seemingly dead. This allows for the continuation of the plan and moves the plot further along to where Juliet’s funeral happens.

23. Pg 203

Friar Lawrence: On this fair corse, and, as the custom is,
And in her best array, bear her to church.

This saying by Friar is his first part in the performance of his plan. This is where he tells them what to do, and because he is a figure who is wise in this matter, they follow his word.

24. Act V pg 217

Apothecary: Put this in any liquid thing you will
And drink it off, and if you had the strength
Of twenty men, it would dispatch you straight.
This is the point in the story that Romeo gets the needed material in which to kill himself. Even though the apothecary knows it is against the law to sell the poison, he still does. This will later be the demise of not only Romeo but also Juliet. This also shows a metaphor because it is comparison between Romeo and twenty men.
25. Pg. 219

Friar John: I could not send it (here it is again)
Nor get a messenger to bring it thee,
So fearful were they of infection.

The original plan of Friar Lawrence was to send Romeo word of his plan before he found out about Juliet’s death. This was to prevent Romeo from doing anything rash. That is why it is a great example of foreshadowing. We know that now Romeo will be sad and outraged over Juliet’s death so he will probably kill himself or others.

26. Pg. 227

Romeo: The dashing rocks thy seasick weary bark!
Here’s to my love. O true apothecary
Thy drugs are quick. Thus with a kiss I die.

This is the final moment in Romeo’s life. He kills himself because he thinks Juliet is dead. Because of this, Juliet kills herself. This is the tragedy of this story because it’s the point when they die. I also think this is the climax of the story because it’s when you feel the most suspense. All the events before this lead up to this moment and the events after this just finish up the story.

27. Pg. 231

Juliet: Yea, noise? Then I’ll be brief. O, happy dagger,
This is thy sheath. There rust, and let me die.

This is the part where Juliet dies in the story. She knows that Romeo died so she decides she has no point to living. This is the second part of the tragedy and it is the end to the climax. This is also personification because she is calling a dagger happy which is a human characteristic. This is also a soliloquy because Juliet is alone and no one is there to listen, yet she talks to herself.

28. Pg. 237

Friar Lawrence: Romeo, there dead, was husband to that Juliet,
And she, there dead, that Romeo’s faithful wife.
I married them, and their stol’n marriage day
Was Tybalt’s doomsday, whose untimely death
Banished the new-made bridegroom from this city.

This is the point when the Friar reveals the whole story to everybody. This is important because if they didn’t know, they might give false accusations to each other and more deaths could occur. This also shows the theme of the story because it shows what the story is all about which is their love for each other and the tragedy that occurs.
